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The Robert Schuman Foundation condemns the arbitrary arrest and imprisonment 
of the opponents to the regime in Belarus. This is a flagrant infringement of the 

most elementary democratic rules. 
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In brief : 
 

 Council of Europe :
Chernobyl
"The Chernobyl disaster was the result of flawed design and flawed decisions. It is 
an example of how technology can go terribly wrong, but it is also a story of 
exceptional bravery and sacrifice," said Terry Davis on the 20th anniversary of the 
explosion in the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant. 

Read

 
 Council :

Agriculture
On 25th April the 25 Agriculture Ministers adopted community aid for the poultry 
sector affected by the decline in the market in the wake of avian flu. At a meeting in 
Luxembourg they adopted the project presented by the European Commission that 
plans to co-fund this aid equally with the Member States and the Community 
Agriculture Budget. 

Read

Justice and Home Affairs
On Thursday 27th April European Home Ministers agreed to increase the price of the 
entry visa into the Schengen Area from 35 to 60 euro as from January 1st. In 
addition to this some groups of people notably those under 18, school pupils and 
students as well as researchers will be totally exonerated of visa duties across the 
entire Schengen Area. "This measure is a direct part of our aim to enable young 
people from the Western Balkans to discover Europe for themselves and to take 
best advantage of the educational opportunities that the Union has to offer," 
stressed Austrian Home Minister Ms Plassnik. 

Read

 
 Presidency :

EU/Japan
The 15th Summit between the EU and Japan took place in Tokyo on Monday 24th 
April with Ms Benita Ferrero Waldner, European Commissioner for Foreign Relations, 
and Mssrs Wolfgang Schüssel, the Union's president in office, José Manuel Barroso, 
president of the European Commission and Javier Solana, CFSP High Representative 
in attendance. During meetings with Japanese Prime Minister, Yushiro Koizumi the 
European leaders confirmed the four objectives of a joint Action Plan: peace and 
security, trade, the mulitlateral management of conflicts and the rapprochement of 
people and cultures. 

Read

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=PR237(2006)&Sector=secDC&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
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http://www.eu2006.at/fr/News/Press_Releases/April/2604EU-JapanSummit.html


The Future of Europe
An informal meeting of the 25 EU foreign ministers on the future of Europe will take 
place on 27th and 28th May in Stift Klosterneuburg near Vienna. This meeting will 
give the ministers an opportunity to exchange views on the subject in preparation 
for the June European Council. 

Read

 
 Commission :

Counterfeiting
On 26th April the Commission adopted a proposal for a directive to combat 
intellectual property offences that amends the proposal approved by it on 12th July 
2005. It is thus responding to the Court ruling of 13th September 2005. This project 
includes a community penal measure against infringements of intellectual property 
rights. 

Read

The European Defence Market
On 24th April Vice President of the European Commission for Companies and 
Industry Gunther Verheugen met with CEOs of EU defence companies to discuss 
boosting the competitiveness of this highly strategic sector and to create the 
development of a European Defence Equipment Market (EDEM) taking account of 
the specificity of defence goods and encouraging industrial restructuring/
consolidation guided by market forces in the various defence sectors (aeronautics, 
space, electronics, land systems, shipyards). Relations with third country partners 
(in particular transatlantic relations) and the co-ordination of the work undertaken 
by the European Defence Agency were also on the agenda. The Commission is to 
publish a communication on the European Defence Industry by the end of the year. 

Read

Stability and Growth Pact
On 24th April the European Commission published data relative to the budgetary 
deficit and public debt for the Member States. 12 States, France, Germany, Italy, 
Greece, Portugal, Hungary, Poland, UK, the Czech Republic, Slovakia as well as 
Cyprus and Malta do not respect at least one of the criteria of the Stability and 
Growth Pact and as a result are subject to a procedure for excessive deficit. 

Read

The Free Movement of Workers
Most EU Member States intend to relax the restrictions with regard to workers from 
the new Member States as from 1st May. After enlargement in May 2004 only three 
countries, the UK, Sweden and Ireland immediately opened their doors to workers 

http://www.eu2006.at/en/News/Press_Releases/April/2604infForeignMinisters.html
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from the new Member States. The other 12 imposed transitional restrictions, 
notably with the obligation of a work permit, sometimes associated with quotas. As 
from May 1st Spain, Portugal, Finland and Greece will lift all restrictions. France, 
Luxembourg, Belgium and Italy have decided to reduce restrictions. Denmark and 
the Netherlands will declare their intentions later. Only Germany and Austria have 
decided to main the restrictions as they are.

Read

Administration
Hundreds of billions of euros could be saved for European taxpayers every year as a 
result of administrative modernisation in the 25 EU Member States, outlined today 
in the European Commission's eGovernment Action Plan. Information and 
communication technology is the key to modernising government services: making 
them more efficient and more responsive. 100% take-up of electronic invoicing and 
electronic public procurement is predicted to save 300 billion euros every year. All 
Member States already signed up to an ambitious agenda to achieve these goals in 
Manchester last year. Today's action plan proposes concrete steps towards 
achieving these goals. 

Read

CAP
A total of 128.2 million euro of EU farm money unduly spent by Member States is to 
be claimed back, following a decision adopted by the European Commission. The 
money will be recovered because of inadequate control procedures or non-
compliance with EU rules on agricultural expenditure. Member States are 
responsible for paying out and checking expenditure under the Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP), and the Commission is required to ensure that Member States have 
made correct use of the funds. 

Read

Energy
On 25th April the European Commission approved under the EU Merger Regulation 
the acquisition of sole control through a public takeover bid for Endesa S.A. 
("Endesa"), a Spanish energy company mainly active in the electricity sector, by E.
ON AG ("E.ON"), based in Germany. After examining the operation, the Commission 
concluded that the proposed transaction would not significantly impede effective 
competition in the European Economic Area (EEA) or any substantial part of it and 
has therefore approved the concentration.

Read

 
 Parliament :

Chernobyl
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"20 years after the Commission and the European Parliament still reflect on the 
effects of this accident and the lessons to be learnt from it," declared Andris 
Piebalgs, European Commissioner for Energy when speaking to MEPs. In his opinion 
the Union has, since 1991, provided "major financial assistance to improve nuclear 
security including on the Chernobyl site itself." He pointed to the existence of funds 
to assist victims. The Commission and MEP's then debated the lessons to be drawn 
from the Chernobyl catastrophe. 

Read

Citizenship
The absence of European citizens in the present debate on the future of Europe and 
the need for an improvement in the EU's credibility in the eyes of the public were 
the main themes of the first European Civil Society Forum. Many non-governmental 
organisations met with MEP's on Monday and Tuesday 24th and 25th April to debate 
the means to break the institutional deadlock in which the Union finds itself. 

Read

Women
How can the EU advance the integration of women immigrants into the labour 
market and society in general? Language learning, zero-tolerance for human rights 
violations, and awareness-raising about fundamental rights and obligations were 
among the answers put forward at a hearing organised by the Women's Rights 
Committee at the Parliament. 

Read

Globalisation
Roselyne Bachelot-Narquin, (PPE-DE, F) was appointed rapporteur for the European 
Globalisation Adjustment Fund project. The first of the "Employment and Social 
Affairs" Committee's meetings at the European Parliament on this subject took place 
with the European Commissioner for Social Affairs, Vladimir Spidla in attendance. 
The project aims to assist directly those workers whose jobs are disappearing in the 
wake of developments in world trade and form them to find work again rapidly. This 
fund will rise to a total of 500 million euros per year ie 3.5 billion euros per year 
over a period 2007-2013 and could involve between 30,000 and 50,000 workers per 
year. 

Read

Budget
The shared management of community money when responsibility lies with the 
European commission and Member States must be improved according to MEPs. To 
this end Parliament suggested on 27th April the introduction of "national 
management declarations" that organisations from Member States will have to sign 
in their co-management of the community budget with the European Commission 

http://www.europarl.eu.int/news/expert/infopress_page/008-7653-116-04-17-901-20060425IPR07600-26-04-2006-2006-false/default_en.htm
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and would therefore assume their share of responsibility when errors are made.

Read

Language
Proficiency in at least two foreign languages should be a basic skill for every 
European citizen studying and working in the EU, stresses the European Parliament 
in a report by Manolis Mavrommatis (PPE-DE, GR) approved on 27th April. MEPs 
strongly support the introduction of a common European indicator of language 
competence, which would enable comparisons between linguistic proficiency and 
Member State policies in this area. 

Read

Innovation
The use of state aid to promote innovation should remain the exception rather than 
the rule according to MEPs, who adopted an own-initiative report on the subject. It 
says state aid should be an instrument to correct imbalances that cannot be 
addressed by regular policy instruments, highlighting some areas where this might 
be the case. 

Read

 
 The Committee of the Regions :

France
The President of the Association of the Regions of France (ARF) took a delegation of 
14 presidents of French regions to Brussels. During a press conference on 
Wednesday 26th April they defended the regionalisation of the management of 
European funds after the recent refusal by the French goverment to accord the 
management of European Funds to the regions for the period 2007-2013. The 
French delegation went to the European Commission to meet with its president José 
Manuel Barroso as well as European Commissioner for Regional Policy Danuta 
Hübner. 

Read

 
 Europe Day :

Scy-Chazelles
On the occasion of Europe Day Robert Schuman's house in Scy-Chazelles is 
organising Europe Week whose key event will be the exhibition of "Caricatures of 
Europe, three centuries of history of drawings in the press." The inauguration will 
take place on 12th May with Jacques Barrot, Vice President of the European 
Commission for Transport in attendance. 

Read
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Other link

House of Europe
On 9th May at 14:30 to 20:30 the House of Europe in Paris will open its doors for 
various events under European colours.

Read

Warsaw
On 13th May the Robert Schuman Foundation in Warsaw is organising the famous 
Schuman Parade. It will bring together thousands of people and run from midday to 
14:00.

Read

European Youth Parliament
In order to see all of the events organised by the European Youth Movement this is 
the address to consult - the link lies below.

Read

Site
The Delegate Minister for European Affairs has created an internet site which 
features all of the events organised across France on the occasion of Europe Day - 
9th May which will be celebrating its 20th anniversary this year.

Read

 
 WTO :

Tony Blair
On 26th April British Prime Minister Tony Blair said that he was in favour of 
reforming the Common Agricultural Policy to help the WTO's debate on the Doha 
Cycle if Europe's partners such as Japan and the USA were ready to make more 
courageous offers. "I believe that if these countries want to make a better offer we 
in Europe should be prepared to review our policy with respect to that," he declared 
in the House of Commons. 

Read

Peter Mandelson
On 21st April European Commissioner for Trade Negotiations, Peter Mandelson 
called on all Member States to try to come to an agreement in the WTO 
negotiations. He took Finland as an example in that it has succeeded in combining 
the necessary economic reforms with the creation of a modern welfare state. He 
spoke of finding a balance between "ambition and realism" pointing out that this 
realism applies both to European partners as well as to other states in the 

http://www.cg57.fr/front/go.do?sid=site/culture_sports_et_loisirs_1076431186930/musees_1076431855257/schuman_1076431901394
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negotiations: American requests with regard to agriculture are to his mind 
excessive. "Trade should support excellence and innovation in Europe," he indicated 
hoping to defend European business interests not by protectionism but by activities 
abroad. He called for sensible liberalisation in favour of both developing and 
industrialised States. To achieve this "political commitment and the courage to 
negotiate" were vital requirements. 

Read

 
 UN :

Finland/Estonia
The presidents of Finland and Latvia, Tarja Halonen and Vaira Vike-Freiberge spoke 
on Tuesday 25th April in Helsinki of their desire for a woman to succeed Kofi Annan 
as Secretary General of the UN.

Read

EUFOR
On Tuesday 25th April the Security Council authorised the deployment of a EU force 
"Eufor RD Congo" in support of the UN's Mission in the DRC for the period covering 
the elections in that country. As the 15 members of the Security Council adopted 
the resolution unanimously they authorise the deployment of this force a period of 
four months after the date of the first round of both presidential and general 
elections. 

Read

 
 France :

Albania
On 26th April the Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania, Mr Sali Berisha came on 
a working visit to Paris. He was received by Foreign Minister, Mr Philippe Douste-
Blazy. Both Ministers addressed the Stabilisation and Association agreement with 
the EU. On 18th February 2006 the EU and Albania signed a preliminary agreement. 
The French minister reassured his counterpart that he would do his utmost for the 
final signature to take place before the end of the Austrian presidency. As for the 
Albanian minister he promised for an "earnest application" of the agreement. 
Philippe Douste-Blazy encouraged Mr Berisha to address "messages of moderation " 
to the authorities in Kosovo. He insisted on the necessary protection of minority 
rights, notably those of the Serbs in Kosovo. 

Read

European Institutions
Foreign Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy and Delegate Minister for European Affairs, 
Catherine Colonna delivered a French contribution to the Austrian presidency the 

http://europa.eu.int/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/06/241&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.tpk.fi/netcomm/news/showarticle.asp?intNWSAID=50542&intSubArtID=21029
http://www.un.org/News/fr-press/docs/2006/CS8698.doc.htm
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/pays-zones-geo_833/albanie_441/index.html


objective of which is to improve the running of the European institutions "based on 
the framework of existing treaties." These proposals might be discussed in a 
meeting of Foreign Ministers on 27th and 28th at Klosterneuburg (Vienna). 

Read

Serbia
A declaration of independence on the part of Kosovo would endanger Serbia's 
rapprochement with the EU and would create a "time of turbulence" in the Balkans 
warned the Serbo-Montenegrin head of diplomacy, Vuk Draskovic. During his visit 
to Paris he said he believed that such a declaration would comprise a greater 
"impediment" for Serbia's European rapprochement than the delays in the arrest of 
the fugitives sought by the International Criminal Court in The Hague. Foreign 
Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy for his part recalled how "urgent" it was to surrender 
fugitive Ratko Mladic to the court in the Hague just a few days before the deadline 
established by the EU for this arrest. "I insisted on this with Vuk Draskovic and I 
know that he is entirely of this opinion and knows how important and urgent it is for 
Serbia to fulfil its obligations with regard to the Criminal Court in the Hague," 
declared Mr Douste-Blazy during a press conference with Vuk Draskovic.

Read

 
 Italy :

Parliament
After the elections of 9th and 10th April the Chamber of Representatives and the 
Senate voted in two leftwing presidents on Saturday after a difficult time for the 
Unione coalition led by Romano Prodi. Fausto Bertinotti, 66 years old, secretary of 
the Communist Renewal, was elected head of the Chamber of Representatives by 
337 votes in the fourth round of the election. However the most difficult part took 
place in the Senate where Franco Marini, a former Christian Democrat failed on 
Friday in his first attempts to achieve a majority of those registered. He was 
declared the winner on Saturday by 165 votes versus 156 for his rival Giulio 
Andreotti, 87 years old. On Saturday the outgoing head of government Silvio 
Berlusconi said that he would hand in his resignation to the president of the 
Republic Carlo Azeglio Ciampi after a final meeting with his members of parliament. 

Read

 
 Lithuania :

Euro
On Tuesday 25th April parliament adopted an amendment to the Lithuanian 
Constitution which was vital for membership of the Euro Zone which the country 
hopes to join on 1st January 2007. The amendment supported by 106 of the 141 
MPs deprives the bank of Lithuania of the exclusive right to issue money and 
ensures a greater independence for the governor of the central bank. 

http://www.robert-schuman.org/actualite/contributionfrancaise-institutions.pdf
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Read

 
 Latvia :

The future of the EU
The development of research and innovation are part of fundamental elements 
necessary to increase competitiveness on the part of the EU stressed Tarja Halonen, 
Finnish President and Vaira Vike-Freiberge, Latvian President during their meeting 
in Helsinki on 27th April last. The establishment of a joint energy policy in Europe is 
also vital for the future of Europe said Tarja Halonen during this meeting. 

Read

Ukraine
In Riga on Thursday 27th April Ukrainian President Viktor Yushenko said he hoped 
that the Ukraine would be invited to join NATO before the organisation's summit in 
November next in the Latvian capital. "I cannot exclude the possibility of the 
Ukraine receiving the political invitation to join the action plan with regard to joining 
NATO before the Autumn summit," he declared during an official visit to Latvia.

Read

 
 Poland :

New Coalition
The Law and Justice Party (PIS) that is in power in Poland signed a coalition 
agreement with the populist party Selfdefence (Samoobrona) on Thursday 27th 
April along with some members of the extreme right wing party the League of Polish 
Families (LPR). The government's structure is due to be modified shortly. The new 
coalition however does not enjoy a majority in Parliament. As a sign of his 
opposition to the upcoming entry by the populists into government Stefan Meller, 
Foreign Minister, presented his resignation on 28th April.

Read

 
 Finland :

European Constitution
Finland is due to ratify the European Constitution shortly. The Foreign Affairs 
committee at the Eduskunta (Parliament) called on the government on Friday 28th 
April to submit the draft European Constitutional Treaty to a vote on the part of the 
200 Finnish MPs before 1st July. A wide majority of MPs are in favour of the text, 
which has been energetically supported by the centre-left government led by 
centrist Prime Minister Matti Vanhanen and president of the Republic Tarja Halonen.

Read

http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter/w5_home.home?p_kalb_id=2
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 Bosnia-Herzegovina :

Constitution
The Bosnian Parliament rejected a reform of the Constitution on 26th April which 
aimed to make administration more efficient in spite of a positive indication given 
recently by the political community under heavy international pressure. "The project 
to amend the Constitution did not achieve the vital majority and was not adopted," 
declared the president of parliament, Martin Raguz. In order to be adopted the 
amendments had to be voted in by a majority of two thirds. 26 MPs voted against 
the revision and 16 in favour. Javier Solana, CFSP High Representative said he was 
sorry that this reform had been rejected. 

Read

 
 Montenegro :

Referendum
Montenegrin Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic met Ambassador Miroslav Lajcak, the 
CFSP High Representative's personal envoy, on 26th April to discuss the referendum 
organised for 21st May next. They notably looked into demands made by Europe. 
Ambassador Lajcak enthusiastically welcomed the Montenegrin government's 
intention to accelerate the procedure to join the Union.

Read

 
 Belarus :

Chernobyl
The Belarus opposition took the 20th anniversary of the nuclear catastrophe in 
Chernobyl as an opportunity to rally several thousand of its supporters against 
Alexander Lukashenko's regime in Minsk. Diplomats of several EU member States 
also took part in the rally. The government arrested opponents including the leader 
of the Belarus Popular Front, Vintsouk Viatchorka. 

Read

Milinkevich
The leader of Belarus opposition was arrested by police on Thursday 27th April in 
Minsk the day after the demonstration he had organised. The Presidency of the EU 
heard with stupefaction of the leader's arrest by the Belarus authorities and of his 
sentence of 15 days in prison for "having taken part actively in an unauthorised 
demonstration." It demanded his immediate release along with Alexander Kosulin, a 
member of the democratic opposition detained in prison since 25th March. "I would 
like to say how I condemn the arrest of Mr Milinkevich in Belarus. This arrest is 
another infringement of freedom in Belarus. I demand his immediate release," 
declared French Foreign Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy during a press conference 
after an informal ministerial meeting of NATO in Sofia on 27th April. 

http://ue.eu.int/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/declarations/89373.pdf
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Read

Other link

1st May
A demonstration of solidarity with political prisoners was organised in Minsk in 
Bangalor Square on May 1st. Amongst the organisers of this demonstration were 
Stanislav Shoushkevich, former head of the State of Belarus, and Ina Kouleï, 
Alexander Milinkevich's wife - the leader of the united democratic forces was 
arrested last week. Those taking part in the demonstration demanded the release of 
all political prisoners. At the end of the demonstration Stanislav Shoushkevich 
received a summons to the court of Minsk on 3rd May.

Read

Reports : 
 

 Eurostat :
Industrial new orders
The euro-zone industrial new orders index increased by 2.7% in February 2006 
compared to January 2006. The index decreased by 5.7% in January and increased 
by 5.5% in December. EU25 new orders rose by 0.5% in February 2006, after a fall 
of 3.5% in January and a rise of 5.9% in December. Excluding ships, railway and 
aerospace equipment industrial new orders grew by 0.3% in February 2006 in the 
euro-zone and fell by 1.1% in the EU25.

Read

Industrial Production
Seasonally adjusted industrial production remained stable in the euro-zone in 
February 2006 compared to January 2006. Production grew by 0.2% in both 
January and December. Output in the EU25 also remained stable in February 2006, 
after rises of 0.2% in January and of 0.4% in December. 

Read
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Foundation : 
 

 Defence :
Which industrial strategies for Europe of Defense?
"On Monday 15th May the Robert Schuman Foundation is organising a conference in 
Brussels at the European Parliament on the European industrial defence offer and 
the creation of a European Defence Market. Many industrialists, European leaders 
and politicians will attend the meeting. The conference will close with speeches by 
several Defence Ministers including Michèle Alliot Marie, French Defence Minister. " 

Read

 
 

 Franco-Italian Forum :
Democracy
The Robert Schuman Foundation and the Spadolini Nuova Antologia Foundation are 
organising a Franco-Italian Seminar on 12th May with Mssrs Alain Lancelot and 
René Rémond in attendance. The French and the Italians in the face of European 
stakes and the present situation of the Christian Democrats will be two themes 
addressed. 

Read

 
Agenda
3rd-4th May  
Vilnius - Conference organised by the Foreign Ministry on the theme of "New 
democracies in Europe and Euro-Atlantic Relations".  
4th May 
Brussels - Eurogroup Meeting 
4th and 7th May 
Athens - European Social Forum 
5th May  
EU Ecofin Council

http://www.robert-schuman.org/actualite/invit_15_mai2006_versions_f_uk.pdf
http://www.robert-schuman.org/actualite/programme__seminaire_italie.pdf
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