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In brief :  
 

 Council of Europe : 
Belarus 
Romanian Foreign Minister and President of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, 
Mihai Razvan Ungureanu said in his declaration on 28th March how concerned he was about the 
"latest developments in the situation in Belarus." He finds the "attitude of the Belarus authorities 
unacceptable" including the use of force, threats and arrests. He invited the Belarus authorities to 
"release political activists and peaceful demonstrators immediately and to allow the population to 
exercise its right to assembly and expression." He stressed that the "continued fight for democracy 
on the part of civil society and democratic opposition has to be congratulated." Moreover the Culture, 
Science and Education Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
adopted a declaration on 30th March in Prague on academic freedom in Belarus after a seminar on 
the autonomy and responsibility of universities in the 21st century.  

 
 Presidency : 

Belarus 
Just as the Austrian Presidency met with the Belarus opposition leader, Alexander Milinkevich on 3rd 
April in Vienna, Ursula Plassnik, Austrian Foreign Minister and President of the EU Council, again 
urged the Belarus authorities to free immediately "all those who had been arrested purely because 
they were exercising their democratic rights ie freedom of expression and freedom of assembly."  

Environment 
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The first working session on climatic change started in Vienna on 30th March; this is based on a 
partnership founded between the EU and China in September 2005. Political dialogue was launched 
and will be followed by concrete decisions notably in the areas of clean coal and renewable forms of 
energy. This partnership is part of the Kyoto Protocol and aims to form co-operation for the 
establishment of flexible mechanisms between China and the EU to fulfil the objectives to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions together before 2012.  

Youth 
Ursula Haubner, Youth Minister and President of the Youth Council, viewed the meeting of EU Youth 
Ministers on 31st March positively: "It is all about jobs, education and equal opportunities for our 
young people. More specifically, it is about the active implementation of the European Youth Pact. For 
young people need prospects! The Youth Event 2006 can rightly be described as a turning point in 
European youth policy, as for the first time young people and ministers discussed the issues together 
and also drew practical conclusions. The joint conclusions will be direct input for the next Council 
meeting of Youth Ministers in May", Haubner said.  

 
 Council : 

Transport 
The Transport Council of 27th March chaired by Hubert Gorbach, Austrian Vice Chancellor and 
Transport Minister enabled progress on several issues. The "eurovignette" directive relative to the 
taxation of lorries for the use of certain infrastructures was adopted. This will enable the control of 
traffic by the use of tolls according to various criteria such as the conformity with EURO norms for the 
protection of the environment. The Council also came to agreement on the European driving licence, 
facilitating mutual document acknowledgement and the fight against fraud. The directive is to be 
adopted on second reading by Parliament. Finally the Council gave its agreement of principle on the 
establishment of common standards of aviation security and adopted a decision enabling the 
Commission to start negotiations with Russia with regard to Siberian overflight payments.  

Iran 
Chinese, French, German, Russian, English and American Foreign Ministers along with the EU's High 
Representative met in Berlin on 30th March 2006. They greeted the UN Security Council's Declaration 
of 29th March with regard to the Iranian nuclear issue. They called on Iran to respond immediately to 
the concerns expressed by the international community via a diplomatic solution and to suspend all 
uranium enrichment activities so that a return to the negotiation table might be envisaged. 

 
 Commission : 

The future of Europe 
The European Commission has opened a debate on the Internet in 20 languages with regard to the 
future of Europe. This debate in which all citizens may participate is part of "Plan D" initiated by the 
Commission («D» as in dialogue, debate and democracy), presented in response to the request made 
by the European Council to plan for a period of thought in the wake of the negative votes expressed 
by France and the Netherlands on the draft treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe.  

Avian Flu 
The European Commission today published the final evaluation report on the Common Ground 
exercise on an influenza pandemic. The two-day 'tabletop' simulation was carried out on 23rd-24th 
November 2005 and aimed to test how national preparedness plans would work together in the event 
of an influenza pandemic, as well as testing co-ordination and communication between the 
Commission, Member States, EU agencies, international organisations and the pharmaceutical 
industry. The evaluation report was prepared for the Commission by the UK-based Health Protection 
Agency which conducted the exercise. The report concluded that the exercise was 'a successful event' 
which showed considerable improvements from an earlier exercise, and identified many issues for 
further improvement. The report sets out twelve recommendations to follow-up lessons learned from 
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the exercise, notably to review and develop communications systems.  

Children's Rights 
"The European Union and Children's Rights" this is the competition launched by Franco Frattini, Vice 
President of the European Commission for Justice, Freedom and Security; he invites European 
children and adolescents aged 10 to 18 to create a poster on children's rights within the EU. The 
competition aims to raise young European citizens' awareness of EU action in this domain. After an 
initial selection nationally and an award ceremony organised in each EU country in May the team of 
first prize winners will be invited to Brussels for a European Award Ceremony. The best work will be 
used in future European campaigns to promote children's rights. The Commission will establish a 
promotional strategy for the protection of children's rights in all of its policies both internal and 
external as from June 2006 on.  

Train Signalling 
The Commission has adopted Technical Specifications for Interoperability for control/command and 
signalling on the conventional trans-European railway network. At the moment, more than twenty 
different signalling and speed control systems are used in Europe, which means that most 
international passenger and goods trains still have to stop at the border station to change 
locomotive. The adopted Decision will allow these incompatible systems to be gradually replaced by a 
single system known by its abbreviation ERTMS.  

Council Internet Site 
The European Ombudsman, Nikiforos Diamandouros, has stated in a draft recommendation to the 
Council that the choice of languages for the EU Presidency websites should be reconsidered. This 
follows a complaint from a German association which claims that these websites should be available 
not only in English and French but also in German. In the Council's view, the Member State holding 
the Presidency is solely responsible for its website. The Ombudsman disagrees.  

Tobacco 
European Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner Markos Kyprianou and several other 
Commissioners today had their breath tested for carbon monoxide (CO), a toxic gas produced by 
tobacco smoke, to launch the next phase of the EU anti-smoking campaign 'HELP' For a life without 
tobacco'. From March to November 2006, the HELP campaign will be on tour across Europe at more 
than 100 national events. 'HELP tents' will be on display during these events, welcoming European 
citizens to get their breath tested and advising them on tobacco prevention, passive smoking and 
how to quit. More than 50.000 carbon monoxide tests will be carried out.  

 
 Parliament : 

Plenary Session 
On 4th April MEPs debated economic guidelines for the EU and the Commission will unveil their 
revisions to the Services Directive. On Wednesday they will discuss the most recent European Council 
dedicated to the Lisbon Strategy. President Josep Borrell and leaders of the political groups made 
statements on the results of the negotiations with regard to the financial perspectives 2007-2013. 

Euromed 
The plenary session of the Euro- Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA) took place on 26th 
and 27th March in Brussels. MP's from 35 countries addressed issues of common interest on both 
shores of the Mediterranean: the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, freedom of speech, the respect of 
religous beliefs and development. This session heralded the end of the presidency of the Assembly by 
the European Parliament. 
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Ukraine 
When MEPs declared the Ukrainian general elections of last weekend to have been "free and fair" it 
was a far cry from the scorching criticism they voiced over a year ago. Blatant vote-rigging made the 
Ukrainian people take to the streets. This time, MEPs were happy to see democracy win at the ballot 
box. "These elections clearly show how far Ukraine has come in scarcely a year and a half, to 
meeting the democratic standards that the people of Ukraine stood up for during the Orange 
Revolution," Marek Siwiec (PES, PL) declared in Kiev. Siwiec headed the EP delegation which 
monitored the elections, just as in late 2004. Although the elections were considered to have been 
free and fair, MEPs did signal some improvements to be made, such as the compilation of electoral 
rolls and respect for the rules on campaign funding.  

Budget 
The level of the budgetary framework for the next seven years (2007-2013) remains a topical issue. 
In December the heads of State and Government came to an agreement on a reduced proposal of 
862 billion euros (whilst Parliament has proposed 975 billion) which encouraged MEPs to request 
more information on the impact this reduction would have on the EU. "We asked the Commission to 
give us an estimation of the effect of the reductions adopted in Brussels on the various programmes," 
stated the President of the Budgetary Commission, Janusz Lewandovski (PPE, PL). The most severly 
affected areas are research, trans-European networks, the protection of health and consumers and 
education. To re-establish the balance and boost funds in these major funds Parliament is requesting 
a 12 billion euro increase in the budget.  

 
 France : 

Spain 
On 27th and 29th March the King and Queen of Spain were on a State visit to Paris. On this occasion 
a Franco-Spanish Civil Society Forum was held. Guests at this meeting from economic, scientific, 
university and cultural circles gathered to discuss subjects such as innovation and competitiveness, 
economic growth and employment, the dynamics of integration, sustainable development and 
cultural diversity. This initiative is part of a new movement in the bilateral relations between France 
and Spain: there was a meeting in Barcelona on 17th October 2005 chaired by both French and 
Spanish Prime Ministers, a bilateral summit on 10th November 2005 in Paris, and visit by the French 
Prime Minister in Madrid on 13th March this year.  

USA 
The President of the French Republic, Jacques Chirac met with Condoleezza Rice, State Secretary for 
the USA on 30th March. The interview focused on all international issues and most particularly on the 
Middle East.  

Latvia and Estonia 
On 29th, 30th and 31st March Catherine Colonna, delegate Minister for European Affairs visited 
Latvia and Estonia. This tour included meetings with political leaders from both countries, interviews 
in both parliaments and also visits to industrial sites dedicated to leading edge technologies. The 
leitmotif of this visit concentrated on the cultural and economic exchange of these two countries with 
France.  

 
 Belarus : 

A. Milinkevich 
On 28th March Alexander Milinkevich's team met and established three objectives: 
- to help those arrested for having taken part in supporting the united democratic forces' political 
campaign ; 
- to create a complete and detailed list of the victims of the campaign ; 
- to establish a list of civil servants, company leaders and members of the electoral commissions who 
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were responsible for the infringements of the law and repression of those taking part in the peaceful 
demonstrations between 19th and 25th March last  
On 3rd April Alexander Milinkevich started a tour of Europe. On 3rd and 4th April he will be received 
by the Austrian Foreign Minister and President of the Council of the EU, Ursula Plassnik in Vienna. On 
5th and 6th April he will be in Strasbourg and on 10th April he will take part in the Council of Foreign 
Ministers' meeting. 

Poland 
On 30th March opposition leader Alexander Milinkevich travelled to Poland. He met the President of 
the Republic Lech Kaczynski, Prime Minister Kazimierz Marcinkiwicz, along with the presidents of the 
Chambers of Parliament. Poland has promised to help Belarus students who have problems due to 
their participation in the demonstrations against Lukashenko. It would like to create a grant 
programme for 300 of them which is due to start on 1st October next. 

Russia 
Russia's largest gas company Gazprom intends to raise the price of gas deliveries to Belarus to 
European levels as from 2007. This might lead to a two to fivefold increase in the price that Minsk 
pays at present with the final price depending on Gazprom's planned acquisition of a 50% share of 
Beltransgas, the Belarus company that exports Russian gas to Europe.  

 
 Germany : 

Latvia 
The Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Angela Merkel received Latvian Prime Minister 
Aigars Kalvitis in Berlin on Tuesday 28th March. Both leaders reaffirmed their support of 
Lukashenko's opponents in Belarus and with the upcoming NATO summit in Riga in November they 
maintained their determination to act to resolve international conflicts. 

 
 Hungary : 

General Elections 
Over eight million Hungarians are being called to vote on 9th April next for the first round in the 
general elections in which Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany (Socialist Party) is standing for another 
term in office. His main adversary is the former Head of Government (1998-2002), Viktor Orban 
(Alliance of Young Democrats, FIDESZ). Both men are about the same age (the Social Democrat 
leader is 44 and Viktor Orban is 45) and have rivalled each other in terms of electoral promises in 
this campaign and are running neck and neck in all of the polls. The 'small' parties' results such as 
the Democratic Forum (MDF) and the Free Democrat Alliance (SZDSZ), the Social Democrats' 
partners within the present government coalition, might therefore be decisive on 9th and 23rd April 
(the date of the second round of the election).  

 
 Italy : 

General Elections 
Fifty million Italians are called to vote on 9th and 10th April next to elect the 630 representatives and 
315 senators in their Parliament. For the first time since 1994, MP's will all be elected by proportional 
vote, with the winning coalition taking the "majority prize". Two main parties are confronting each 
other in these general and senatorial elections: Casa della Liberta, a liberal coalition led by the 
present President of the Council, Silvio Berlusconi and Unione, a coalition of leftwing parties led by 
opposition leader and former President of the European Commission (1999-2004), Romano Prodi.  
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 The Netherlands : 
The future of the EU 
The Dutch government has opened an internet site with a view to gathering citizens opinions on the 
future of Europe (notably on enlargement and the Constitution) with the upcoming European Council 
in June on the horizon which will address these issues. We know that a great majority of the Dutch 
rejected the Constitution and this was a surprise to observers. These very same observers then noted 
that as in France the reasons for rejection were mainly due to internal political problems as well as a 
lack of preparation of public opinion both with regard to the draft Constitution and enlargement. 

 
 Poland : 

Latvia 
On 29th March Polish Prime Minister Kazimierz Marcinkiewcz travelled to Latvia where he was 
received by the President of the Republic Vaira Vike-Freiberga. He also met Prime Minister Aigars 
Kalvitis and the President of Parliament Ingrid Udre. The main subjects addressed were energy 
security and the post-electoral situation in Belarus and the Ukraine. 

 
 Ukraine : 

Results 
The Ukrainian electoral commission proclaimed the final results of the general elections that took 
place on 26th March and the victory of the Regions Party (32.12%) ahead of Yulia Timoshenko's Bloc 
(22.27%), Our Ukraine (13.94%), the Ukraine Socialist Party (5.67%) and the Ukraine Communist 
Party (3.66 %), the only parties having risen above the 3% threshold thereby enabling them to be 
represented in Parliament. Negotiations continue at present with the aim of creating a new 
government coalition.  
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 Commission : 
State Aid 
The main focus of the European Commission's latest State Aid Scoreboard is the situation in the 
acceding countries Bulgaria and Romania. Over the period 2002-2004, the average amount of state 
aid (less agriculture, fisheries and transport aid) awarded per year was estimated at 65 million euros 
for Bulgaria and 981 euros million for Romania. In Bulgaria, total state aid represented 0.36% of GDP 
which is significantly lower than the average for the ten new Member States (1.35%) and indeed 
lower than the EU-25 average (0.49%). In Romania, total state aid was significantly higher, 
representing 1.86% of GDP. However, this high share is largely due to extensive reforms during the 
transition to a market economy, privatisation and restructuring companies in difficulty. This 
Scoreboard update also provides a snapshot of the state aid situation in the Western Balkan countries 
and in Turkey.  

Expatriation 
Following a partner, being with family and having a better quality of life are the main factors that 
motivate Europeans to move to another country, new research shows. Of the 2% of European 
citizens who live in a country other than their own only one in four moved because of employment. 
Spain is a primary destination for the older generation seeking a better quality of life, whereas the 
UK was a target for younger people seeking non-manual work.  

 
 Economic Analysis Council : 

European Economic and Growth Policy 
The USA has a more dynamic economic growth rate than the EU and the American lead in terms of 
living standards is not growing any smaller. This observation is now widely shared but its causes are 
the subject of diverse and sometimes contradictory interpretations: collective preference for leisure 
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on the part of the Europeans, lack of demand in the Euro Zone, a combination of incomplete 
integration and a lack of reform nationally, Germany, France and Italy's inability to undertake reform. 
Jean Pisany-Ferry and Elie Cohen, authors of a report " Economic and Growth Policy in Europe" 
published by the Economic Analysis Council do not reject these theses totally but stress that none are 
satisfactory, since all ignore the inadequacies of the economic policy that the EU has adopted. They 
put forward a certain number of proposals that might comprise true rebirth for Europe via the 
economy just as this is direly in need of a project to regenerate.  

 
 Healthcare Ministry : 

Healthcare Systems 
A report published by the Department for Research, Studies and Evaluation and Statistics analyses 
the reforms of healthcare systems launched by three of Southern Europe's main countries since the 
1980's. In Italy as in Spain decentralisation comprised the main trend in these reforms. The regions 
of Italy and the Autonomous Communities of Spain were progressively granted more and more power 
in the domain of healthcare followed by reforms that aimed to grant them greater autonomy with 
regard to taxation. In both countries this development led to different organisational methods in the 
healthcare systems depending on the regions. In Portugal the situation is different. Although 
administrative decentralisation was started in 1993 the State still has a greater part of the 
competence with regard to both management and finance. In all three countries there are marked 
differences in the supply of care and funding. This is often accompanied by the problem of the role of 
the State in guaranteeing the equity of access to care.  
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 Europinion : 
The French and Europe 
Using January 2006 Eurobarometer results on European Construction seen by the French as a base , 
Jean-Dominique Giuliani, Chairman of the Robert Schuman Foundation will analyse the main trends. 
The programme will be broadcast on Saturday 8th April at 14:15, 18:15, 23:15 ; lon Sunday 9th at 
11:15, 14:15, 17:15, 20:15 and Monday 10th at 10:15, 12:15, 16:15.  

 
 Energy : 

Andris Piebalgs 
Andris Piebalgs, European Commissioner for Energy was the Robert Schuman Foundation's guest on 
Tuesday 28th March in Brussels. On this occasion he stated that the EU planned for the creation of a 
single energy market from 1st July 2007 in spite of protectionist reticence on the part of the French 
and the Spanish. The European Commission already has the necessary legislation with regard to 
competition and the single market but this still has to be implemented. The Commissioner also said 
that the EU was working on a new "strategic partnership treaty" with Russia which should be signed 
in 2007.  

 
Agenda 
3rd to 6th April :  
Plenary Session of the European Parliament 
8th and 9th April:  
EU/ASEM Finance Ministers' Meeting  
9th April : 
General Elections in Italy 
General Elections in Hungary 
10th and 11th April :  
"EU General Affairs and External Relations" Council 

Read

Other link

Suggestions  

Page 7 of 8

19.04.2006



Subscribe / Unsubscribe  

Editors : Anne Bazin, Thierry Chopin, 
Clémentine Forissier, Elise Moison, 

Sandrine Mor, Quentin Perret, Claire Perrodon  
 

Chief Editor : Léonor de Coëtlogon 
Publishing Director : Pascale Joannin 
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Mr. Jean-Dominique Giuliani  
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