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European Interview n°6 : 

 
The Balkans after Milosevic Serbia – Montenegro - Kosovo in the European era  
Interview* with Jacques Rupnik, research director at the CERI, former executive 
director for the International Commission on the Balkans (Unfinished Peace, Report 
by the International Commission on the Balkans, Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, 1996) and former member of the International Commission on 
Kosovo (The Kosovo Report, Oxford University Press, 2000).  
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In brief :  
 

 Council of Europe : 
Ukraine 
A thirty-seven-member, cross-party delegation from the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly 
(PACE), headed by Renate Wohlwend (Liechtenstein, EPP/CD), observed the parliamentary elections 
in Ukraine on 26th March. The delegation worked alongside observers from the OSCE and NATO 
Parliamentary Assemblies and the European Parliament. They met with party representatives, 
election officials and representatives of civil society and the media as well as observing polling on the 
day of the vote.  

Committee of Ministers 
The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), René van der Linden 
travelled to Moscow on 27th and 28th March to discuss priorities of the next presidency of the 
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe that will be ensured by the Federation of Russia from 
May to October. 

 
 European Council : 
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Conclusions 
On 23rd and 24th March the Heads of State and Government of the EU Member States met in 
Brussels and notably decided: 
- to boost the Lisbon Strategy for employment and growth by investing in knowledge and innovation 
via the use of company potential especially that of SME's and via the increase in work opportunities:  
- to define a European energy policy to meet the challenges which the EU is facing 
- to guarantee stable and viable public spending by completing the internal market and by 
strengthening social cohesion and by ensuring the promotion of environmental technologies; 
- to adopt a European Equality Pact between men and women:  
To conclude the European Council condemned the action taken by the Belarus authorities who 
arrested peaceful demonstrators who were exercising their legitimate right to assembly in protest 
against the presidential election. As a result the European Council has decided to take restrictive 
measures against those responsible for the infringements of international electoral standards 
including President Lukashenko.  

 
 Council : 

Transport 
On 27th March the Council of Ministers reached agreement on a European Commission proposal 
dating back to 2003 regarding a European driving licence. Member States will have until 2012 to 
apply the directive. This new driving licence will be covered in plastic and will be impossible to forge; 
those States who so wish will be able to include a chip to enable the rapid reading of information. In 
the end all licences will have to be renewed every 10 years (up to 15 years for those States who 
choose to do so). Above all it is a question of ensuring an update of administrative documents.  

Macedonia 
CFSP High Representative Javier Solana received Macedonian Prime Minister, Vlado Buckovski.on 
23rd March. The two men spoke of the upcoming elections in Macedonia for which Mr Solana had 
wanted the government and opposition to work together in order to guarantee that the elections 
planned for September next take place in the best possible manner.  

Kosovo 
On 23rd March in Brussels CFSP High Representative Javier Solana received the new Prime Minister 
of Kosovo, Agim Ceku. Mr Solana asked the Prime Minister to accelerate the Kosovar government's 
work on reform and encouraged Mr Ceku to play a constructive role in the ongoing negotiations on 
the status of Kosovo.  

Agriculture 
During an Agriculture Council Meeting on 20th March Ministers adopted two regulations on the 
protection of denominations of origin and geographical indications as well as on the guarantee of 
traditional production. They then debated, according to information delivered by the Commission, the 
means and funding to set in place to resolve the crisis facing the poultry industry due to avian flu.  

 
 Presidency : 

European Council 
During the press conference after the conclusion of the European Council on Friday 24th March the 
president of the European Council, Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel declared that the Union 
had set itself the following objectives : 
- to create 2 million additional jobs annually by 2010; 
- to reduce the school drop out rate by 10%; 
- to reach a 3% level of the GDP dedicated to research; 
- to ensure that a company can be created within a week by 2007 ; 
- to save 20% on energy in 15 years and increase energy exchange between Member States to reach 
10% of their installed production capacity.  
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Belarus 
The European Union believes that the Presidential election organised in Belarus was fundamentally 
marred by infringements. During the electoral campaign the EU witnessed the emergence of pluralist 
forces and the constitution of a true Belarus opposition as well as an active civil society. In the 
extremely difficult circumstances and at great personal risk the opposition candidates and their 
supporters suceeded in presenting the Belarus population with a genuine democratic alternative. 
Their work deserved recognition and support. The EU is committed to further strengthening its 
support for civil society and the country's democratisation. The Union is seriously concerned by the 
fact that the Belarus government continues to threaten and imprison people who exercise their 
political rights.  

Congo 
On 23rd March the Council approved the concept for a possible EU support to the United Nations' 
mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC) during the electoral process and decided to 
start military planning and preparation on that basis. The EU operation will aim to provide timely and 
focused support to MONUC. The concept foresees notably the deployment of an advanced element to 
Kinshasa of circa 400-450 military personnel; and the availability of a battalion-size "on-call" but 
quickly deployable force "over the horizon" outside the country.  

EUROMED 
After the 5th Euromed Conference of Trade Ministers in Marrakech chaired jointly by European 
Commissioner for International Trade, Peter Mandelson, Moroccan Trade Minister, Mustapha 
Mechaouri, and Martin Bartenstein, Austrian Economy and Employment Minister the latter declared 
that the "EU and the countries of the Mediterranean had decided to strengthen their economic co-
operation." The aim is to establish a zone of free-exchange by 2010. This should help in raising the 
living standards of the EUROMED area and increase trade exchanges between these countries that 
only represent 5% of overall foreign trade at the moment.  

 
 Commission : 

Spring Day in Europe 
For the fourth year running the network of Education ministries has organised, together with the 
European Commission 'Spring Day in Europe', an awareness raising event for young people on 
European issues. Between 21st March and 9th May 2006 activities will be organised simultaneously in 
Member States' and candidate countries' schools along with pupils from schools in other European 
countries (Norway, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Switzerland) on the theme of "Debating our future".  

Tourism 
On 21st March a new strategy was put forward by the Commission to promote tourism in the EU. 
According to Commission Vice-President, Günter Verheugen: "Europe is the world leading tourist 
destination. But we need to do more to keep our competitive edge. Our proposals add European 
value to work undertaken by Member States. They will help to promote the EU as a unique tourism 
destination in a more effective and co-ordinated way."  

Banned Airlines 
On 22nd March the European Commission adopted the first EU list of airlines which are banned in the 
European Union. This black list has been compiled on the basis of national contributions and after an 
in-depth analysis with Member State experts. The list consists of 92 companies which face a 
complete ban and 3 companies which face operational restrictions. From now on the principle will 
apply that companies banned in one Member State are banned in the whole EU. "The European Union 
now has a coherent approach to banning airlines", said Jacques Barrot, Vice-President of the 
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Commission responsible for transport. "This black list will keep dubious airlines out of Europe. It will 
also make sure that all airlines operating in Europe's sky meet the highest safety standards".  

European Technology Prize 
The European Information Society Technology Prize organised by the European Commission and the 
European Council of Applied Science and Engineering was delivered by Ms Viviane Reding, European 
Commissioner for Information Society and Media. This competition is open each year to companies or 
organisations that present an innovative information technology product with promising market 
potential. In 2006 three major prizes were awarded: 
Cavendish Kinetics, for Nanomech (Netherlands): a computer storage which dramatically enhances 
'non-volatile' memory (memory in electronic devices which continues working when the power is 
turned off). Nanomech uses ultra-low power, and boasts high speed read/write characteristics at 
temperatures up to 200°C;  
Guardia (Denmark), for the Guardia Control system: A reliable and accurate 3D face recognition 
system for security applications;  
Advestigo (France), pour AdvestiSEARCH : AdvestiSEARCH calculates 'digital fingerprints' of 
multimedia digital content, allowing detection of full or partial copies of original material. This 
automated copyright protection service enables creators of digital content to monitor illicit use of 
their multimedia digital assets on the Internet. 
The three main prizes comprised a total of 200,000 euros each.  

Accounting Standards 
The European Commission and the European Financial Reporting Advisory Group (EFRAG), have 
agreed on their future working relationship. Comprising accounting experts from the private sector in 
several Member States EFRAG provides the Commission with advice on the technical soundness of 
new accounting standards. In particular, EFRAG will continue to provide the Commission with advice 
on the endorsement and interpretation of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS).  

 
 Parliament : 

Political Parties 
European political parties can play a vital role in minimising the "gulf" between the European public 
and its institutions according to a report written by Jo Leinen (PSE, DE) on the funding of political 
organisations adopted last week. These organisations can play a major role during this present period 
of thought on the future of the European Union. With a view to improving the running of the political 
parties MEP's are requesting adequate increases in their funding. European political parties are a 
constituent element of democracy and we have to look and see whether our funding rules are 
adequate or not" stressed the rapporteur and the president of the Constitutional Affairs Commission 
who instigated the report.  

Demography 
In view of the Commission's Green Paper "Confronting demographic change: a new solidarity 
between the generations" MEPs adopted a report concerning the new challenges in the wake of an 
ageing European population. MEPs emphasise that these three basic trends require certain political 
measures to be taken: a better promotion of families; further attention to be paid to the importance 
of a balanced immigration policy; and the encouragement of older people to participate in the labour 
market. Further measures should be taken in order to foster a reconcilability of work and family life: 
"The improvement of work-life balance for individuals should be a perpetual priority for 
governments." The report suggests that this could be achieved, for example, through more flexible 
working hours, higher equality in the work-place, family-friendly tax policies and better accessibility 
to childcare and dependent-care facilities. They call upon the Member States to take such measures 
into account, and adapt their policies accordingly.  

Energy 
MEP's are urging the Commission to realise a more resolute European energy policy, with "more 
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concrete measures" and "to come forward with new, ambitious targets". They would like this policy to 
respect the "geographic, economic, regional, climatic and structural differences between Member 
States." MEP's believe that the recent disputes over gas prices between Russia and its neighbours 
have "revealed the vulnerability of supplies to and distribution of energy within the EU." They have 
called on the Commission and the Council to establish an "internationally acknowledged mediation 
system" to manage situations when they occur in the areas of supply and distribution of energy.  

Development 
Parliament believes that the 2 billion euro reduction is in contradiction with the Union's commitments 
in the revised Cotonou Agreement. MEP's regret that a number of political promises made in 2005 for 
a substantial increase in government aid for development have not been translated by a sustantial 
increase in the contributions made by Member States to the EDF since the amount suggested for the 
10th EDF only represents 0.028% of Member States' GDP. Hence Member States have been invited 
to plan for a substantial increase in their contribution.  

Consumer Protection 
The European Parliament signed up to 233 million euros worth of measures to protect consumer 
interests by lending its support to the 2007-2013 Union programme. The aims of this programme 
are: to aim for a better understanding of consumers and markets; to ensure better consumer 
protection regulation and greater participation of civil society stakeholders; to guarantee better 
enforcement, monitoring and redress; and lastly, to help produce better educated, responsible 
consumers.  

Financial Perspectives 
Parliament and the Council still differ over the total amount for the next financial perspective: the EP 
negotiating team wants an extra 12 billion euros on top of the 862.4 billion proposed by the Council 
at the summit in December 2005. This figure is regarded as "necessary" by MEPs to fund a range of 
policies with a high "Community added value" such as education, research, transeuropean networks 
and crossborder cooperation.  

Food Health Claims 
Should the food industry be allowed to state that a product is protein-rich or low-fat without 
consumers knowing exactly what this means and without being sure that the product is not stuffed 
with other ingredients which are harmful to health? This is a key point in the debate on nutritional 
claims and one which is far from resolved. The Committee on the Environment and Public Health 
adopted on Tuesday 21st March a second-reading report on this subject by Adriana Poli Bortone 
(UEN, IT) . The report will come up for its plenary vote in mid-May. And by then MEPs will have done 
a lot of negotiating to reach compromises on the thorny issue of "nutrient profiles."  

Labour Market 
The Employment Committee is calling for an end to the transitional measures restricting access for 
workers from eight 'new' Member States to labour markets in several 'old' Member States. Countries 
with restrictions in place have until 1st May 2006 to decide on whether to lift or to extend them until 
2009.  

 
 Germany : 

Integration 
During the most recent informal G6 meeting (bringing together German, British, Spanish, French, 
Italian and Polish Home Ministers) on Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd March in Heiligendamm, 
Germany, Nicolas Sarkozy suggested the creation of an "integration contract" for immigrants 
common to all EU member states in order to establish "a joint base" of the various critieria that 
foreigners wishing to settle in the Union are invited to resepct.  
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Labour Market 
The German Council of Ministers who met on 22nd March decided to maintain the restrictions on 
citizens from the new Member States with regard to access to the German labour market. Cyprus and 
Malta are however exempted from these restrictions. The German Labour and Social Affairs Minister 
justified this decision quoting the "labour market situation in Germany at present." 

 
 Belarus : 

Election challenged 
Lukashenko reacted violently to the renewed demonstrations protesting against the validity of his re-
election. One Belarus opposition leader Alexander Kazuline was arrested along with Alexander 
Milinkevich's spokesman Pavel Majeïko. Before a crowd of 7000 Alexander Milinkevich delivered a 
moving speech against the Lukashenko regime. "We have launched the first attack against the 
bastions of this regime. Law and God are with us - we shall not wait five years to start again, we 
shall do it soon - the most important thing is to fight for another, honest election," he declared.  

A denial of democracy 
Hundreds of opposition supporters have been arrested according to the Belarus organisation for the 
defence of human rights, Viasna.  
- 210 people were arrested or received verbal warnings during the electoral campaign between 17th 
February and 19th March. Those imprisoned were sentenced to between three and fifteen days; 
- 200 people were found guilty after their arrest in the demonstrations in the October Square 
between 19th and 23rd March. Most were sentenced to between three and fifteen days in prison; 
- 450 demonstrators from the camp established in the October Square were arrrested when this was 
dismantled by the anti-riot police at dawn on 24th March. Amongst those arrested were 60 children 
who were released during the day. The adults have now been tried and sentenced to between three 
and fifteen days in prison;  
- At least 38 people and maybe up to one hundred were arrested when police dispersed a march that 
was moving towards the Okrestina prison in Minsk on 25th March amongst them was Alexander 
Kazuline, an opposition leader, candidate in the Presidential election.  

 
 France : 

European Youth Parliament 
The 51st international session of the European Youth Parliament opened in Paris on 23rd March. 250 
youngsters from more than 30 European countries will come together to discuss pressing European 
issues. The participants are selected in competitions by the National Comittees of the European Youth 
Parliament. Jan Figel, European Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Multilingualism 
has already shown his support for this initiative as he opened the debates. Vice-President of the 
Commission, Jacques Barrot accepted to be patron of the session and will deliver a closing speech on 
1st April.  

Bulgaria 
On 21st March, Ivaïlo Kalfin, Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister made an official 
visit to France. He was received by his French counterpart Philipe Douste-Blazy. The Ministers spoke 
of Bulgaria's upcoming accession to the EU and on subjects linked to international politics such as the 
Western Balkans. The French Minister re-iterated his support for Bulgaria's membership. Ivaïlo Kalfin 
had warned the day before about a report linked to the scepticism surrounding enlargement which 
declared that Romania and Bulgaria's entry to the EU was purely for "political" reasons, saying that 
this would engender negative effects. "This will discourage the institutions in our countries and the 
EU will have two new members who are far less motivated one year on" he said. He was also 
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received by Edouard Balladur, president of the Foreign Affairs Committee at the National Assembly.  

World Forum on Water 
Year after year we make this observation: the lack of water in the world is increasingly worse. For 
more than one billion men and women access to drinking water is a daily battle. Climatic change, the 
pollution of rivers and reserves of sweet water, demographic pressure, the flow of populations into 
urban areas worsen the situation. It is a sanitary crisis as well as a poltical one and this is the case in 
a number of areas in the world where access problems exacerbate discontent, where tension about 
sharing water is likely to degenerate into conflict. In the face of these requirements estimated at 
some 10 billion dollars by 2015, Jacques Chirac is asking everyone to use their imagination in the 
search for creative solutions notably in the gauging the potential of new funding instruments such as 
the international tax on plane tickets which is the first experiment in the domain.  

Archbishop of Paris 
On 25th March during the student pilgrimage to Chartres Archbishop of Paris Monseigneur André 
Vingt-Trois mentioned his concern about the rise of "totalitarian ghosts" in the present social crisis. 
"The blockading of democratic institutions, intimidation, forced voting, hurried decisions, the 
destruction of intellectual tools, books and working instruments, all of this worked in Europe in the 
20th Century in Germany and Russia. Our democracy should be ashamed of seeing the ghosts of 
totalitarianism rise again in our midst," declared Mgr Vingt-Three in a message to the young people 
that has now been published.  

 
 Serbia-Montenegro : 

Investors 
Milan Parivodic, International Economic Relations Minister announced the arrival of 250 French 
businessmen at a grand conference dedicated to investment. Indeed the climate has improved and 
French investors acknowledge the work achieved with regard to reform.  

 
 Sweden : 

Resignation 
On 21st March, Laila Freivalds, Foreign Minister announced her resignation during a press 
conference. She will be replaced by Bosse Ringholm who is also Deputy Prime Minister.  

Belarus 
In a press release on 24th March Swedish Foreign Minister Bosse Ringholm expressed his support for 
the opposition demonstrators in Belarus, asking for the release of those arrested. He believes it 
intolerable for the election to have been conducted in a fraudulent manner by the President in office. 
He believes that the EU must continue to support Belarus civil society and declared that Sweden 
would continue its work in driving towards democracy. According to the release Sweden is amongst 
the greatest contributors to this cause.  

 
 Ukraine : 

General Election Results 
According to an exit poll the Regions Party led by former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich came out 
ahead in the general elections with over 31% of the vote. He came out ahead of the former Prime 
Minister's party, Yulia Timoshenko's Timoshenko Bloc which is said to have won 23% of the vote. 
President Viktor Yushenko's party Our Ukraine is said to have only come third with just 14% of the 
vote. The breakthrough made by Yulia Timoshenko makes her appointment as Prime Minister 
possible along with the constitution of an "Orange Coalition" in parliament between the Timoshenko 
Bloc, Yushenko's Our Ukraine and the Sociaists who won 5%. This coalition will enable the former 
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partners of the "Orange Revolution" to take a majority of the 257 seats in the new assembly out of a 
total of 450 MP's. 

Read

Reports :  
 

 Eurostat : 
Foreign Trade 
The first estimate for the euro-zone1 trade balance with the rest of the world in January 2006 gave a 
10.8 bn euro deficit compared with -1.6 bn in January 2005. The December 20052 balance was -0.7 
bn, compared with 5.5 bn in December 2004. In January 2006 compared with December 2005, 
exports, seasonally adjusted, increased by 0.4% and imports by 0.3%. The first estimate for January 
2006 extra-EU25 trade was a 24.6 bn euro deficit, compared with -13.9 bn in January 2005. In 
December 20052, the balance was -8.9 bn, compared with -0.7 bn in December 2004. In January 
2006 compared with December 2005, exports, seasonally adjusted, decreased by 1.2% and imports 
by 1.5%. During 2005, euro-zone trade recorded a surplus of 23.3 bn euro, compared with 71.5 bn 
in 2004. The EU25 recorded a deficit of 105.5 bn in 2005, compared with -62.9 bn in 2004. 

 
 ECB : 

Balance of Payments 
The seasonally adjusted current account of the euro area showed a deficit of EUR 3.3 billion in 
January 2006 (corresponding to a deficit of EUR 11.3 billion in non-seasonally adjusted terms). This 
reflected a deficit in current transfers (EUR 4.9 billion) which was only partly offset by the surplus in 
services (EUR 2.2 billion). The 12-month cumulated current account up to January 2006 recorded a 
deficit of EUR 30.2 billion, i.e. around 0.4% of GDP, compared with a surplus of EUR 39.1 billion 
(around 0.5% of GDP) a year earlier.  

 
 Senate : 

Cultural and Audiovisual Diversity 
During a meeting held on Wednesday 15th March the Committee for Cultural Affairs examined the 
report by Senator Louis de Broissia on behalf of the delegation for the EU - revision of the so-called 
"Borderless Television" directive 89-552. This text, after its adoption in 1989, defined the common 
regulatory base for EU Member States with regard to the audiovisual domain (legislative, regulatory, 
administrative measures of the Member States relative to the exercise of activities in TV 
broadcasting) and comprises one of the main means of defence of "cultural diversity" for which 
France has always fought on an international level.  
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 Note by the Foundation : 
Poverty and exclusion 
The Robert Schuman Foundation has published a study by two young researchers on poverty in 
Europe in its series of "Notes".  

 
 Energy : 

Andris Piebalgs 
On 28th March after the European Council and the Transport, Telecoms and Energy Council, Andris 
Piebalgs, European Commissioner for Energy will be the Robert Schuman Foundation's guest. He will 
answer questions raised in Note 30 by the Foundation entitled: "What strategies are there for energy 
in Europe?"  
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 Belarus : 

Visit by the former President 
In the light of recent events in Belarus the Robert Schuman Foundaiton and Sciences Po suggest an 
interview with Stanislav Chouchkevitch, former Head of State of Belarus. He will give a conference on 
30th March at 17:00 at Sciences Po (Boutmy lecture room ) on the theme of : "Belarus, what 
trajectories exist for democracy and what kind of neighbour will it be for Europe?"  

 
Agenda 
27th March:  
Transport, telecommunicatins and Energy" Council Plenary Session of the Euro-Mediterranean 
Parliamentary Assembly  
29th-31st March :  
Informal "Youth" Council  
30th -31st March : 
Congress of the European Popular Party-Rome 
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The Robert Schuman Foundation, created in 1991 and acknowledged by State decree in 1992, is the main 
French research centre on Europe . It develops research on the European Union and its policies and promotes 
the content of these in France , Europe and abroad. It encourages, enriches and stimulates European debate 
thanks to its research, publications and the organisation of conferences. The Foundation is presided over by 
Mr. Jean-Dominique Giuliani  
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