
 
Paul STANCIU  

From: <info@robert-schuman.org>
To: "theletter" <theletter@news.lalettre.org>
Sent: 21 martie 2006 20:37
Subject: [The Letter] n°249

Page 1 of 9

19.04.2006

 

Subscribe PDF Version 20th March 2006 - n° 249 

 

 

 
Sadly and according to our fears the pseudo-presidential election in Belarus once again 
adopted the worst types of police and dictatorial methods. Threats, intimidation, beatings, 
arrests (80 alone in the Milinkevich camp), attacks on the Internet, a whole range has 
been used by the Minsk tryant. 
 
Lukashenko will be accountable before History. We cannot accept that this is still possible 
in Europe at the start of the 21st century. We appeal to you all as democrats to help the 
oppressed Belarusian population in every possible manner .  

Jean-Dominique Giuliani  
Chairman of the Robert Schuman Foundation  

  
 

European Interview n°5 : 

 
A Growth Strategy for the European Union in the 21st Century 
Interview with Jean-Paul Betbèze (Professor of Economy at the University of Paris II 
–, Member of the Economic Analysis Committee for the Prime Minister and Member 
of the Scientific Committee for the Robert Schuman Foundation.) . 
Read 
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In brief :  
 

 Belarus : 
Results 
According to the first results announced by the central electoral commission the votes are as follows : 
- Alexander Lukashenko, 51 years old, head of State since 20th July 1994, 82.6% 
- Alexander Milinkevich, 58 years old, leader of the "United Democratic forces", 6% 
- Sergueï Gaïdoukevitch, 51 years old, president of the Liberal Democrat Party (LDP) ,5% 
- Alexander Kazuline, 50 years old, former rector of the Belarus State University, leader of the Social 
Democrat Party (Gramada), 2.3%. 
After the closure of the polling stations at 20:00 Belarus citizens gathered en masse at the October 
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Square in Minsk. The only candidate for the United Democratic Forces was present. He hoped that 
the votes would be counted honestly and called on the Belarusians to rally again on 20th March at 
18:30 after the official announcement of the results.  

Demonstrations 
The Belarusian opposition asked on Sunday 19th March for the invalidation of the presidential 
election accusing the ruling power of having falsified the results even before the official results had 
been published. "We shall demand, including via international structures, that this election be 
considered invalid," said the main opposition candidate Alexander Milinkevich. He spoke to more than 
ten thousand opposition demonstrators who braved the cold, the prohibitions and threats to 
denounce the infringements which they accuse the authorities of and to applaud Mr Milinkevich who 
declared, "We do not acknowledge these elections, they are a farce." Mssrs Milinkevich and Kazuline 
called their supporters to come back and demonstrate on Monday at 18:30 local time (16:30 GMT) in 
October Square to contest the election results.  

International Reactions 
The entire international community watched Belarus intently on Sunday 19th march and declarations 
soon denounced how the elections had taken place and the result. Benita Ferrero-Waldner, European 
Commissioner for External Relations believes that new EU sanctions were "highly likely". From the 
White House to the Presidency of the EU, via the Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula Plassnik, who 
denounced "the atmosphere of intimidation" and the "disturbing" blockade of the opposition, there is 
no doubt that Lukashenko's third term in office has been usurped. For quite a few weeks now 
declarations have multiplied calling on the last "dictator in Europe" to respect democratic rules. OSCE 
observers will express their opinion on 20th March at 14:00.  

 
 Council of Europe : 

Belarus 
On 16th March the Secretary General of the Council of Europe already spoke of the invalidity of the 
presidential election in Belarus that would take place in an " atmosphere of fear and intimidation. 
There is no genuine freedom of expression and no freedom of association. Political opponents of the 
President have been repeatedly and violently harassed. Whatever the outcome, these elections 
cannot be qualified as democratic in any meaning of the word " declared Terry Davis.  

EU 
The 22nd Quadripartite Meeting was held in Strasbourg on 15th March 2006 at the invitation of the 
Romanian Chair of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. It was the first meeting 
between the leaders of the two organisations since the Summit of Heads of State and Government of 
the 46 Council of Europe Member States in Warsaw on 17th and 18th May 2005.  

 
 Presidency : 

Education 
Federal Minister Elisabeth Gehrer achieved the appointment of a European expert committee on the 
European Qualifications Framework (EQF) at the Conference of Education Ministers in Vienna on 
Thursday 16th March. This "technical working group" will collate the requirements of the individual 
EU Member States. This will mainly concern the classification of an individual's personal knowledge 
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and skills in the eight levels of the EQF. The eight educational categories will extend from ordinary 
worker to university professor. "The common working group established today will make Europe's 
education systems more transparent and facilitate lifelong learning. In this way, we will be able to 
move the European Qualifications Framework forward much more rapidly and avoid unnecessary 
bureaucracy", Gehrer declared.  

 
 Council : 

Energy 
Energy Ministers from the 25 EU Member States laid down the foundations of a new European energy 
policy during the Energy Council meeting on 14th March in Brussels in time for the discussion of the 
European Council on 23rd and 24th March next. Austrian Energy Minister Martin Bertenstein greeted 
the new impetus to create a common energy policy. "The European Commission defined the priorities 
of a safe, sustainable, competitive energy supply in Europe," he indicated adding that "Ministers had 
identified 26 measures and will recommend 9 actions to the European Council which should be 
integrated into an energy plan."  

Ecofin 
On 14th March the Ecofin Council met in Brussels to prepare the Council on 23rd and 24th March 
next. It enabled them to see the progress made in applying the Lisbon Strategy. Ministers also 
reconfirmed the need for budgetary discipline on the part of Member States. Financial Perspectives 
2007-2013 were also the subject of discussion with Ministers insisting on the fact that loans must of 
course be granted to undertake the necessary policies in the EU; however greater rigour must be 
adopted in order to spend the budget with greater efficiency.  

 
 Parliament : 

Lisbon Strategy 
Parliament adopted a resolution concerning the input to the Spring 2006 European Council of 23rd-
24th March in relation to the Lisbon Strategy. Hence Parliament has requested the Commission to 
"boost the strategy in favour of new sources of employment," notably it has requested Member 
States to promote services of proximity, social services and aid to individuals, cultural services and 
environmental professions. MEPs believe that non-bureaucratic measures like the French "cheque-
service" are likely to create many new jobs and even put an end to undeclared work.  

Enlargement 
Parliament has asked the Commission to submit a report by the end of this year setting out the 
principles defining the EU's absorption capacity. MEPs have also asked the Commission to draw up a 
communication strategy "so as to meet the legitimate concerns of the European public regarding 
European enlargement and integration". They added that the stalemate in the ratification of a 
constitutional treaty is preventing the EU from increasing its absorption capacity and that no new 
Member States should be allowed in before the necessary budgetary resources are available. They 
indicated that it was time to have a debate on borders. The Elmar Brok (PPE-DE/DE) report was 
adopted 397 votes in favour, 95 against and 37 abstentions.  

European Institute for Gender Equality 
After a proposal by the Commission MEPs adopted a resolution to set up an independent European 
Institute for Gender Equality strongly supporting the creation of this new Community body by 362 
votes in favour, to 263 against, with 18 abstentions. The European Parliament wants the Institute to 
be operational "as soon as possible" and certainly no later than twelve months after the regulation 
establishing it enters into force. EU governments have not yet decided where the Institute is to be 
located.  
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Restructuring 
MEPs believe that "social decline and loss of economic substance is not necessarily a consequence of 
restructuring provided that they are detected correctly and that prevention measures on the part of 
companies and the publc authorities contribute in managing the changes and that companies plan 
ahead by the continuous training of their workforce." Nevertheless the report written by Jean-Louis 
Cottigny (PSE-FR) underlines that these conditions are not often present. 

Relocations 
MEPs have called on the Commission to penalise companies which, having received European Union 
aid, relocate their activity within seven years after the granting of the aid. Parliament demands that 
practices that are not conducive to the achievement of economic cohesion and the strategic goal of 
full employment, such as unjustified relocation likely to cause job losses, should not be financially 
supported by the EU.  

Germany 
On 14th March the President of the Federal German Republic Horst Köhler gave a speech during a 
solemn sitting at the European Parliament. He notably referred to the desire on the part of European 
citizens to be "democratic players", to be heard by European decision makers, to be able to be at the 
source of action, to be able to influence the conduct of the European institutions. He added: "You will 
answer that subsidiarity, transparency and democratic participation and citizens' initiatives are all in 
the European Constitutional Treaty. Indeed it is all there as well as a good number of other 
appropriate and precious concepts. And this should not be simply thrown overboard at the first 
opportunity especially when fourteen States have already ratified the Treaty." 

Labelling 
A recent ruling by the WTO required the Commission to improve access by non-EU nationals to the 
Community system of granting geographically protected labels. Hence the Commission transferred a 
proposal aiming to adapt the European regulations involved. The European Parliament adopted the 
two reports that are being consulted providing its opinion on the proposed revisions written by 
Friedrich-Wilhelm Graefe zu Baringdorf (Greens/ALE, DE). MEPs have invited the Council "only to 
apply the modifications made necessary by the WTO ruling and to debate, without taking time into 
account, the details of the Commission's proposals" that go far beyond that. They suggest the 
registry be published on the Internet and that the present labelling system be made clearer thanks to 
the introduction of specific colour coding on the various types of labels.  

Debates on Local Politics 
The theory that "all politics are local" will be the theme when a series of citizens' forums are held 
across Europe in the coming months. As the European Union is going through a period of self-
reflection after the rejection of the Constitutional Treaty by France and the Netherlands in 2005, the 
aim of these events is to take the debate over the future of Europe to regional towns and cities. The 
aim is to be "as local as possible" and to ensure that public opinion is heard by Europe's leaders. 
Raising subjects that are of particular relevance to the region or country is a key part of the 
approach. The aim is to be as inclusive as possible - with the general public, members of the 
European Parliament, local politicians, national MPs, civil society groups and the media all being 
involved. Events are planned in five countries in the next three months - Germany, France, Greece 
Poland and Sweden.  

Belarus 
During its meeting on 16th March the conference of presidents deplored the number of arrests of 
politicians from the opposition parties along with journalists and NGO militants in Belarus indicating 
that this seriously endangered the democratic nature of the upcoming elections and contradicted all 
principles of democracy. It has demanded the immediate liberaiton of those arrested. 
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 Commission : 

Energy 
During the G8 Summit in Russia JM Barroso, President of the European Commission met with 
Vladimir Putin. Energy was at the heart of discussions - one of Putin's priorities as he assumed the 
G8 presidency; this subject is equally one of great importance for the European Commission. The 
President of the Commission recalled that the common interests of Russia and the EU were numerous 
and that energy security should be planned for positively and constructively.  

Social Dialogue 
The first sectoral social dialogue conference took place in Brussels on 13th March bringing together 
representatives from all 31 sectors in the European social dialogue committees. They discussed the 
social partners' role in tackling the challenges facing the EU, such as restructuring, skills gaps and 
changing population trends. 

Company Law 
The European Commission has welcomed the European Parliament's agreement at first reading on 
the Commission's proposal for a Directive to make it easier for public limited liability companies to 
take certain measures affecting the size, structure and ownership of their capital. The proposed 
Directive amends the parts of the 1976 Second Company Law Directive covering the formation, 
maintenance and alteration of capital.  

Environment 
The world?s largest pilot plant for demonstrating and validating new technology for the capture of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) from conventional power stations was inaugurated on 15th March in Denmark. 
The pilot at the Elsam power station near Esbjerg, Denmark is the result of research carried out with 
the support of the EU?s Research Framework Programme. Carbon capture and storage technology 
offers a bridge from our current fossil fuel-based energy system to one that has near-zero carbon 
emissions. 

Company Ownership Transfer 
Thousands of economically sound businesses, mainly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 
disappear every year because they fail to overcome the difficulties involved in the transfer of 
ownership. And European businessmen are ageing. One third of EU entrepreneurs, mainly those 
running family enterprises, will withdraw within the next ten years. It has been estimated that up to 
690,000 businesses providing 2.8 million jobs are concerned each year. Many of the transferable 
businesses do not find a successor. The European Commission tabled an initiative to tackle this 
problem. The Commission calls upon Member States to ensure that tax systems are transfer-friendly 
provide adequate financial conditions, to raise awareness, consider soft factors and support 
mentoring and to organise transparent markets for business transfers. This initiative is part of the 
Commission's new strategy to promote SMEs and thereby growth and jobs in the EU which will be a 
major item at the Spring Summit on 23rd-24th March 2006.  

Erasmus 
The European Commission?s flagship action in the field of education, the university exchange 
programme Erasmus, continued to expand in the academic year 2004/05. The overall number of 
students taking part on Erasmus exchanges rose by over 6% on the previous year, while the number 
of university teachers exchanged under the scheme grew by almost 13%. The biggest impact of the 
scheme has been felt in the Central and Eastern European countries. Student exchanges rose on 
average by an impressive 36% in the new Member States, while growth in teacher mobility was even 
more dramatic, rising on average by almost 77%.  

Mergers/acquisitions 
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The European Commission has launched a consultation on how to improve the supervisory approval 
process for mergers and acquisitions (M&A) in the banking, insurance and securities sectors. Current 
EU rules allow Member States' supervisory authorities to block proposed M&A if they consider that 
the 'sound and prudent management' of the target company could be put at risk. In a 2005 
Commission survey the financial services industry identified inconsistent application of these rules as 
a potential barrier to cross-border consolidation in the EU financial sector. As part of its ongoing 
review of this area, the Commission is now asking the financial services industry how the clarity and 
transparency of these rules could be improved, and how best to ensure their consistent application 
across the EU. The responses will form the basis of a report to be issued in Summer 2006, after 
which the Commission may propose amendments to the existing EU legislation, if appropriate. All 
interested stakeholders are invited to respond to the consultation by 19 April 2006. 

 
 G8 : 

Energy 
On 16th March in Moscow during the "G8 Energy Ministers Meeting" the President of the Energy 
Council of the EU and Economy Minister Martin Bartenstein spoke in favour of "a new style energy 
partnership" between the European Union and the Russian Federation: "It is vital to have an opening 
that enables access by foreign investors in Russia in the same way Gazprom has access to the capital 
and energy markets in Europe. Reciprocity such as this is in no way the source of any concern to the 
EU."  

 
 Central Europe : 

Energy 
Representatives of seven central European countries (Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania and Slovakia) responsible for energy issues met in Budapest last week and agreed 
on the need to build new pipelines and to diversify energy sources in order to reduce their 
dependency on Russian gas. 

 
 Germany : 

Franco-German Council 
On 14th March in Berlin the first Franco-German Council of Ministers took place since Angela Merkel's 
government took office. After the sitting the president and the Chancellor insisted on two joint 
concerns on the part of both Germany and France: integration and equality of opportunities, as well 
as work towards research, development and innovation in Europe.  

 
 France : 

Interministerial Committee on Europe 
On 13th March the 7th Internministerial Committee on Europe spoke first of all of the agreement in 
London on the European patent. A delegation led by Hubert Haenel, president of the Senate's 
delegation for the EU and Pierre Lequiller president of the National Assembly's Delegatin for the EU is 
responsible for ensuring the compatibility of this agreement with the community patent project. The 
Committee then studied the question of lifting transitory dispensations for the free movement of 
workers from the eight States that joined the EU in May 2004.  

 
 Lithuania : 

Poland 
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On 14th March the President of the Polish Republic Lech Kaczynski travelled to Lithuania where he 
met his Lithuanian counterpart Valdas Adamkus as well as the Prime Minister Algirdas Brazauskas. 
The energy question was the centre of discussions as well as the political situation in Belarus along 
with the Ukraine as two important elections were on the horizon for both of these countries. Lech 
Kaczynski then spoke to the Lithuanian Parliament (Saiema). 

Euro 
On 16th March Lithuania presented its official candidature to join the Euro Zone in the wake of the 
announcements made by the Lithuanian Prime Minister and the President of the Central Bank 
indicating that Lithuania would continue to aim towards January 2007 for the adoption of the euro. 
This candidature will be examined by the European Central Bank and the Commission who will give 
their recommendations to Lithuania and Slovenia on 16th May next. 

 
 Poland : 

Early elections? 
The conservative right forces in power in Poland called for the dissolution of Parliament on Saturday. 
They would like to call for early general elections to be held before the end of May ie eight months 
only after the last election.  

 
 Romania : 

"Francophony" 
On the opening of the General States of Francophony in Romania and with the Summit of 
Francophone Heads of State and Government that will take place in Bucharest on 28th and 29th 
September Ms Brigitte Girardin, delegate Minister for Co-operation, Development and Francophony 
travelled to Romania on 20th and 21st March. 20% of Romanians speak French and nearly half of 
school children learn it. France is the leading country in receiving Romanian students (5,500) 10% of 
whom receive grants from the French government or the Francophony University Agency (AUF). 

Resignation 
Former Prime Minister Adrian Nastase announced on 14th March that he was resigning from his role 
as President of the Chamber of Representatives. Accused of corruption he had already resigned from 
the chairmanship of the Social Democrat Party.  

 
 Ukraine : 

General Elections 
Just one week before the elections the most recent polls still provide the Party of Regions led by 
former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich with the lead; according the last poll undertaken by the 
Foundation for Liberty the latter is due to win 32.4% of the vote. The electoral bloc Batkyvchina 
(Homeland), led by former Prime Minister (December 2004-September 2005), Yulia Timochenko, 
would win 20.2% and the bloc Our Ukraine that rallies the supporters of the President of the 
Republic, Viktor Yushenko, 16.7% of the vote. According to Igor Dementiev, chairman of the 
Foundation for Liberty, the future Prime Minister will "undoubtedly be from one of these three 
political parties." In any case the political party that wins on 26th March will have to make several 
alliances in order to form a government. It will have one month after the elections to do so.  
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 Eurobarometer : 
The French and the EU 
According to a Eurobarometer survey published on 15th March 75% of the French think the fact that 
their country belongs to the EU is a "good thing". 66 % of those interviewed believe that the 
countries of the EU have "common values that distinguish them from the rest of the world"; 60% say 
they are both "French and European". At the same time however 63% of those interviewed believe 
that the impact of the Union on employment is negative. 65% believe the same with regard to the 
cost of life. In addition to this only 12% of the French say they are against a new constitutional 
project.  

 
 Eurostat : 

Labour Costs 
Total hourly labour costs in the euro-zone rose at an annual rate of 2.4% in nominal terms in the 
fourth quarter of 2005, up from 2.3% in the third quarter. In the EU25 the annual rise was 2.9% in 
the fourth quarter of 2005, up from 2.2% in the previous quarter. The two main components of 
labour costs are wages and salaries and non-wage costs. In the euro-zone, wages and salaries grew 
at an annual rate of 2.1% in the fourth quarter of 2005, and non-wage costs by 2.5%, compared to 
2.2% and 2.4% in the third quarter. In the EU25 wages and salaries rose by 3.2% and the non-wage 
component by 2.1%. In the previous quarter the corresponding rates were 2.1% and 2.5%.  

Inflation Rates 
Euro-zone annual inflation was 2.3% in February 2006, down from 2.4% in January. A year earlier 
the rate was 2.1%. Monthly inflation was 0.3% in February 2006. EU25 annual inflation was 2.2% in 
February 2006, the same as in January. A year earlier the rate was 2.1%. Monthly inflation was 0.3% 
in February 2006.  

 
 EIB : 

Financial Flow 
This report is the first detailed analysis of financial flows from Mediterranean migrants in Europe. It 
shows, first, the extent of the phenomenon - some EUR 7 billion is "officially" transferred every year 
from Europe to eight Mediterranean countries - and, secondly, that the methods of transfer used do 
not enable this money to be put to sufficiently good use in order to finance productive investment.  

 
 Senate : 

Civil Protection 
Senator Paul Girod (UMP, Aisne) has established a review of civil protection methods in Europe. It 
appears that each Member State of the EU sees civil protection as a national affair and not as a 
European one. In spite of initiatives by France to create "a European civil protection force" many 
countries are still reticent about such a measure. The report suggests further action by placing 
emphasis on the prevention of terrorist attacks and by creating a European training centre for civil 
protection.  
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 Bulgaria : 
Conference with the former Prime Minister 
The Conference organised by the Robert Schuman Foundation with Simeon of Saxe-Cobourg Gotha 
"Bulgaria, a Country of Europe," on Wednesday 22nd March next, that was initially planned at the 
Sorbonne has been moved to the Catholic Institute of Paris, Salle des Actes, 21 rue d'Assas in the 
6th Arrondissement. It will still take place at 17:30. 
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 Energy : 

Andris Piebalgs 
On 28th March after the European Council and the Transport, Telecoms and Energy Council Andris 
Piebalgs European Commissioner for Energy will be the guest at the Robert Schuman Foundation. He 
will answer the question raised in Note 30: "What are the energy strategies for Europe?"  

 
Agenda 
20th and 21st March :  
General Affairs and External Relations Council 
European Tourism Ministers Conference 
21st March :  
"Agriculture and Fisheries" Council 
23rd and 24th March :  
European Council 
26th March :  
General Elections in the Ukraine 
27th March :  
Transport, Telecoms and Energy Council 
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